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Housing, Migration and the
Challenge of Integration

▪ 65 million are fleeing worldwide – highest
number ever!

▪ 25 million refugees are not within their
home countries but abroad

▪ 2.9 million of the Syrian refugees are in 
Turkey – highest number worldwide!

▪ 1.5 million refugees arrived in Germany 
between 2015 and now
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Refugee housing in general

▪ Housing is a basic human need and it‘s important to
provide suitable dwellings to refugees

▪ Housing co-operatives in the former GDR can provide
adequate housing

▪ More difficult in larger cities such as Hamburg, Munich, 
Frankfurt, Stuttgart, Düsseldorf, Berlin and Cologne

▪ Unexpected 2015 refugee crisis led to discussions in co-
operative housing associations whether / and how far to
get involved in solutions

▪ Housing co-operatives felt that municipal housing
companies were primarily responsible
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Solving housing for refugees
means reducing vacancies? 

▪ Absolutely not!

▪ What caused vacancies – especially in Eastern 
Germany? 

▪ A very high unemployment rate! 

▪ These regions can provide housing but not many
future employment prospects for most refugees

▪ Refugees tend to move to the bigger cities to be with
their communities
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Examples fom Bauverein

▪ Bauverein can provide refugees with adequate
housing (i.e. regular) 

▪ 1.4 % of our tenants are refugees

▪ Housing for: 

▪ acknowledged refugees, 

▪ refugees with subsidiary protection or

▪ a (limited) right to stay

▪ Refugees become members at the co-operative 
and move into a regular flat with regular
conditions
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Examples fom Bauverein

▪ Conditions must meet welfare rates

▪ The state pays the rent and membership fee

▪ Challenges

▪ Integration of new neighbours

▪ Communications in multiple languages

▪ Not overwhelming our members and 
tenants

.
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More than only housing

"Brückenbauer“ Initiative

▪ Building on open-minded 
neighbours

▪ Accepting the differences between 
the cultures and lifestyles 

▪ Moderating discussion groups 
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Integration is more than
only housing


